THE BEGINNINGS OF POLAND
in Scandinavia under the name of Sicgfricda Stavrada)
became the wife of Swcn, King of Denmark, and the
mother of Canute of England; while Adelaide Bclak-
negini, his father's sister, became the Queen of Gcjza of
Hungary and gave birth to a son, Stephen, who was later
to introduce die Christian faith into this kingdom, and
to become its patron saint. The year 1000 saw the
foundation of the archbishopric of Gnicsno, to which
the bishops of Cracow, Wroclaw (Brcslau), and Kolo-
brzeg (Kolberg) owed allegiance. This event finally
established Poland's absolute independence of German
influence or authority, and later proved to be one of the
greatest triumphs of die policy of Bolcslaw, for at that
time the existence of an independent archbishopric in a
State demonstrated its absolute autonomy in internal
affairs. It is of interest to note that among other States
Denmark and Bohemia only achieved this ecclesiastical
independence many years later.
Meanwhile Otto fll,, the Emperor who indirectly
helped Boleslaw to this end, had died, and the German
attitude changed towards the Poles. The latter, who at
this time took a prominent part in the affairs of Bohemia,
which country they even occupied during the period
1003-1004, became engaged in hostilities with Germany
which lasted, with but brief interruption, for fourteen
years. Poland's military prowess, however, finally
forced the Germans to acknowledge her independence,
and even to surrender the provinces ofLuzyce and Milsko,
which diey had seized some time before. This recogni-
tion was sealed by the Peace of Budziszyn in 1018. In
the meantime, however, Poland had lost her influence in
Bohemia. She was forced to abandon her projected
subjection of the Polabian Skvs by renewed hostilities
with the Russians. Twice Boleslaw invaded Russia,